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Press Release
The Lebanese Economic Association is holding a conference titled “The State of the Lebanese Economy: Twenty Years after the end of the Civil War” at Le Commodore Hotel, Beirut – Lebanon. 

The purpose of the event is to undertake stock-taking of Lebanon’s economic performance and development in the past twenty years. It is important to underline the outstanding questions pertaining to this era; to observe facts and assess the numbers; to extract lessons from that period that could possibly help build consensus on a unifying common ground. 

The conference joins economic and financial experts and consultants as well as public officials and decision-makers who have had active and diverse contributions to Lebanon’s economy in the last two decades. The discussion sessions join people from divergent viewpoints to deliberate economic issues with strongly needed objectivity. The sessions are thus designed to promote analytical approaches based on facts and figures and adrift from opposing slogans devoid of empiricism.    

The first day will be opened with a welcome speech from LEA President Dr. Jad Chaaban and Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Liberty representative Mr. Ralf Erbel. His Excellency Minister Dr. Charbel Nahas will be speaking at the plenary session. 

The first day constitutes of three thematic sessions that will be divided as follows: the first session tackles the issues of the real economy/productive sectors with a presentation from Dr. Toufic Gaspard and a discussion by Director of Consultative Center for Studies and Documentation Mr. Abdel Halim Fadlallah. The second session on public investment and development will host President of the Council for Development and Reconstruction Mr. Nabil Al-Jisr who will exhibit the developments in public investment over the last two decades. Mr. Al-Jisr’s presentation will be followed by a revision from H.E. Minister Al-Fadel Chalaq who was a former president of the CDR as well. The third and final session for the day will tackle public finance in Lebanon with a presentation by Chief Economist at BankMed Dr. Mazen Soueid followed by a revision from Mr. Tamim Moussa, a former Ministry of Financial official. 

The second day of the conference will include two thematic sessions with the first discussing developments in the banking and financial sectors in Lebanon. The main speaker for the session will be President of the Association of Banks of Lebanon Dr. Makram Sader. His presentation will be discussed by Dr. Rima Turk-Ariss, assistant professor of Finance at the Lebanese Economic Association. The final thematic session is on the economic foreign policy of Lebanon. Economic expert and consultant Dr. Mounir Rached will be presenting on Lebanon’s economic position in the Middle East and the world since the end of the civil war. His presentation will be followed by a discussion from the Dean of the School of Business Administration and Economics at NDU, Dr. Elie Yachou’i. 

The conference’s proceedings and main findings will be documented in a book to be published by the Lebanese Economic Association at the beginning of 2011.
  
For any clarifications, additional information, or interviews, contact us via:


Phone: 01 74 80 20


Fax:       01 74 80 20


Email: info@leb-econ.org








